PART in: 1763
He again insisted on the duty of maintaining subordina-
tion of rank. 'Sir, I would no more deprive a nobleman of
his respect, than of his money. I consider myself as acting a
part in the great system of society, and I do to others as I
would have them to do to me. I would behave to a noble-
man as I should expect he would behave to me, were I a
nobleman and he Sam Johnson. Sir, there is one Mrs
Macaulay [Catharine Macaulay] in this town, a great re-
publican. One day when I was at her house, I put on a very
grave countenance, and said to her, "Madam, I am now
become a convert to your way of thinking. I am convinced
that all mankind are upon an equal footing; and to give you
an unquestionable proof, Madam, that I am in earnest, here
is a very sensible, civil, well-behaved fellow-citizen, your foot-
man ; I desire that he may be allowed to sit down and dine
with us." I thus, Sir, shewed her the absurdity of the levelling
doctrine. She has never liked me since. Sir, your levellers
wish to level down as far as themselves; but they cannot
bear levelling up to themselves. They would all have some
people under them; why not then have some people above
them?'
I spoke of Sir James Macdonald as a young man of most
distinguished merit, who united the highest reputation at
Eton and Oxford, with the patriarchal spirit of a great High-
land Chieftain. I mentioned that Sir James had said to me,
that he had never seen Mr Johnson, but he had a great
respect for him, though at the same time it was mixed with
some degree of terrour. JOHNSON. 'Sir, if he were to be
acquainted with me, it might lessen both.9
The mention of this gentleman led us to talk of the Wes-
tern Islands of Scotland, to visit which he expressed a wish
that then appeared to me a very romantick fancy, which I
little thought would be afterwards realized. He said he would
go to the Hebrides with me, when I returned from my travels,
unless some very good companion should offer when I was
absent, which he did not think probable; adding, There are
few people to whom I take so much to as you.* And when I
talked of my leaving England, he said, with a very affec-
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